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eluded in accordance with the principles of international equality and mutual
respect of sovereignty. . . * After the abolition of unequal treaties, China's
new laws will be applied throughout her territories, including the existing
leased settlements."18*
To Europeans in China at that time these ideals seemed preposter-
ous and even Lyon Sharman, writing in 1934, describes them as
"drastic". Today they seem not unreasonable.
While Sun and Chiang were preparing to enter the fray the Peking
government was overthrown, and the new government, realising
the growing strength of Sun's influence in China, invited him to a
conference with a view to reconciliation between North and South.
With a reorganised Kuomintang and the effective support of Russia
-it really looked to Sun as though something might be done. The
western Powers, on edge over the increasing Chinese regard for
Russia, played into his hands and there was a widespread belief
amongst the Chinese that a united China might stand up to the
Powers to some purpose. Sun accepted the Peking invitation gladly;
and, rather too optimistically, thought a start could be made to
turn The Three Principles into a reality. With his usual vigour he
formulated proposals for the calling of a national body to act as a
Reorganisation Conference, truly representative of all sections of
Chinese opinion except the War Lords. He included Labour organi-
sations, farmers, universities, student unions, educational associa-
tions, representatives of the armies other than those of the northern
f War Lords, political parties, industrialists and Chambers of Com-
merce. These proposals were sent at once to Peking while Sun and
his wife prepared to leave Canton for the northern capital.
There had been serious trouble in The City of Rams with a private
militia, known as The Merchants* Volunteer Corps. Street fighting
broke out in which many were killed and a large number of buildings
destroyed by fire* Chen Chiung-mmg was also .again on the war
path. But if affairs in Canton were still far from satisfactory and
immediate circumstances gloomy, the long-term prospects were
brighter than they had been for some time and a less hopeful maa
than Sun Yat-sen might have been encouraged. This last journey
was, in a sense, a triumphal progress because everywhere the masses,
for whom Sun cared so deeply, turned out to welcome him. On tte
eve of his departure there was a dinner to celebrate his birthday and
then, on November 13th, Sun, accompanied as always by ChingHog,
went aboard a government cruiser and for the last tiioae saw He
beautiful estuary of the Pearl river and the magnificent approach &*